LITANY OF I MISS YOU’S

i1 miss you the way polaris parkway mall has a grand piano at the base of the escalator in the pink
carpet pink wall department store. when it was empty, papi would play the three keys to the pink
panther theme song. i miss you the way i knew how to do it perfectly, once upon a time, i miss you
the way 1 miss pressing my tongue to teeth until a faint impression makes a jangle out soft chord
percussion. i miss you the way i miss all the fireflies once they spray pesticide. one night i woke up
to a dark so vast not even the moon could touch me. i miss you the way i1 miss the mall. arm in arm
and ankle aching. for the last year, i’ve only eaten unripe fruit. i miss you the way i miss summertime
wildberries. 1 miss the soft bite of peach. the sunlight on the peel of mango. i kiss my last box of
strawberries into the yard and hope they come back to me wanting. i do miss wanting. i miss holding
my breath. i miss turning my lungs inside out. i miss myself into frown lines. i miss you into ribbed
over xylophone. when i unbox the house, i leave all last impressions of you up. is this a selfish
poem? this is a selfish poet. i miss the long line. i miss the decanter of crystal and tropical storm. i
miss you and all the pastel houses on the shore. with hurricane season coming, i miss clear skies. i
miss the impression of wood. 1 shred into tissue-vein paper. i paper-mache a mirror. i miss the
reflection. i miss taking the outerbelt home. i miss the abyss of forest. i miss the time before i knew
the outerbelt was called the outerbelt. i miss keeping my eyes closed. i miss enjoying my voice. i
miss pulling into the space next to the space by lettuce lake park. i miss looking. i do miss looking.
1’m sure it had a name, once. i miss remembering our names vividly. i miss us into an oblivion. i miss
you into a new language. we break/shift into a new mode of conversation. i miss you like i miss the
landline. 1 do miss the landline. i always loved everyone at the end. briefly,

i reconstruct my whole life.



